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Figure 1: Sulphur Granulation Plant (Source: Google Earth, 2018) 
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Similarly, any recommendations, statements or conclusions drawn from or based on this report must make 
reference to this report.  If this report is used as part of a main report, the report in its entirety must be included 
as an appendix or separate section to the main report. 
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REF: COMMITMENT  COMPLIANCE  FINDING  RECOMMENDATION  

3.05 This activity must commence within a period of two (2) 
years from the date of issue. If commencement of the 
activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation 
lapses and a new application for environmental authorisation 
must be made in order for the activity to be undertaken.   

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

3.06 The holder of this authorisation is responsible for 
compliance with the provisions for Duty of Care and 
Remediation  of Environmental Damage contained in 
Section 28 of the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (Act 107 of 1998). 

N/A Noted. Sasol advised the Auditor that they are aware of their 
responsibility for compliance with the provision for Duty of Care 
and Remediation of Environmental Damage. 

None. 

3.07 This authorisation does not negate the holder of the 
authorisation, responsibility to comply with any other 
statutory requirements that may be applicable to the 
undertaking of the activity. 

N/A Noted. The Sasol Complex operates with a dedicated 
environmental and legal teams, and therefore ensures that they 
comply with applicable legislation. 

In addition, site is operated under ISO14001:2015, which requires 
the compilation of a legal register. Furthermore, WSP has been 
provided with the 2018 ISO audit for review, which confirms 
conformance with requirements to determine compliance 
obligations, and how these apply to the organisation. 

Evidence: 

�³  SSO DQS ISO 14001 2015; and, 

�³  Audit report_383569_ISO 14001_2015_stage2_2018-07-27. 

None. 

APPEAL OF AUTHORIS ATION   

3.08 The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered 
interested and affected party, in writing and within seven (7) 
�F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���G�D�\�V�����R�I���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���W�R��
authorise the activity. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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REF: COMMITMENT  COMPLIANCE  FINDING  RECOMMENDATION  

3.09 The notification referred to in 3.8 must:  

a) Specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;  

b) Inform the interested and affected parties of the appeal 
procedure provided for in Chapter 7 of the regulations; and  

c)Advise the interested and affected parties that a copy of the 
authorisation and reasons for the decision will be furnished 
on request. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING OF THE ACTIVITY   

3.10 The holder of the authorisation must submit an 
environmental compliance audit report to the Department 
within 30 days of completion of construction. The 
environmental audit reports must be compiled by an 
independent auditor, and must indicate the date of the audit, 
the name of the auditor, and the outcome of the audit in 
terms of compliance with the conditions of this 
authorisation. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

3.11 The EMP incorporated in the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report must be implemented and be strictly 
adhered to throughout the life cycle of this activity. 

C Construction was completed prior to this audit period. 

The EMPr has not been audited against for this audit period but has 
been included within this audit (see Table 3). 

Sasol is considered compliant due to the operation of the plant 
being within the environmental policies and procedures that are in 
effect. 

It is recommended that the EMPr be regularly audited against in 
the future. 

None. 

3.12 The Department retains right to monitor and or inspect the 
proposed project during construction and operational phases. 

N/A According to Sasol, no such requests to inspect have been made 
since issue of the EA. 

None. 
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COMMISSIONING AND OPERATION OF THE ACTIVITY   

3.13 Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the 
Department that the activity will commence. 
Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes 
site preparation. The notice must include a date on which it 
is anticipated that the activity will commence. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

3.14 In the event of any erosion channels developed during the 
construction period, they must be backfilled and compacted, 
and the areas restored to an acceptable condition. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

3.15 Storm water management systems must be created and 
maintained regularly to avoid failure to the systems. 

C Surface water is managed at the site; the operational areas are 
within hard surfaced and bunded areas that drain to the API Dams. 
No evidence of significant pollution was observed by the auditor 
during the site inspection. 

Daily washing of the operational areas and cleaning of stormwater 
infrastructure is undertaken and was in progress at the time of the 
site visit. 

Evidence: 

�³  IWWMP SIC 2015 Final_2018-05-15. 

None. 

3.16 The applicant must obtain air permit in terms of APPA from 
DEAT, prior to commencing with activity. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

The site is included within the latest Atmospheric Emission 
Licence (AEL) issued to Sasol (Section 5.1.4.16). 

Evidence: 

�³  AEL Sasol Synfuels 0016-2018-F03 (2018). 

None. 

3.17 During construction the site must be demarcated to avoid 
unauthorised entry to the site 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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REF: COMMITMENT  COMPLIANCE  FINDING  RECOMMENDATION  

3.18 Any complaints received from the employees, or anyone 
within the immediate vicinity of the site during construction 
and operational phases of the activity must be attended to as 
soon as possible and addressed to the satisfaction of all 
parties involved. 

C All environmental complaints received from interested and 
affected parties, both internal and external to the organisation, are 
�U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�Q���D���F�R�P�S�O�D�L�Q�W�V���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���W�K�D�W���L�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V��
Environmental Department. Complaints are investigated and 
reported in line with the procedure (SGR-SHE-000022)) and as per 
legal requirements.    

Environmental complaints contact details are communicated to 
internal and external stakeholders.    

The complaints register (FY 2014-2019) was checked and no 
complaints related to the Sulphur Granulation Plant were recorded 
for this audit period. 

Evidence: 

�³  Environmental Complaints Register_2019-02-18. 

None. 

3.19 Dust suppression measures must be implemented during the 
construction phase. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

3.20 General waste that is generated during all phases must be 
disposed of at a permitted facility. 

C The site opera�W�H�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
Procedure. General waste produced during normal operating 
conditions is limited to mixed domestic waste produced by staff 
onsite. 

Sasol makes use of a SAP Sustainability Performance 
Management Module (SUPM) as a database for tracking waste 
volumes that are managed on and off site.   

Sasol further reports the on-site waste management data into the 
South African Waste Information System (SAWIS), on a quarterly 
basis.  The off-site management of waste is reported into SAWIS 
by the accredited Waste Management Service Providers on a 
quarterly basis.   

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; 

None. 
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REF: COMMITMENT  COMPLIANCE  FINDING  RECOMMENDATION  

�³  Sasol SAWIS upload-2018_Jul-Sep; and, 
�³  Waste register: Sulphur_2016-11-07. 

3.21 Handling of hazardous waste must strictly adhere to the following conditions:   

3.21.1 Hazardous waste must be segregated and stored in 
appropriate containers, dispose at permitted waste site by a 
registered company / contractor. 

C The site operates in accordance to Saso�O�¶�V���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
Procedure. Hazardous waste produced during normal operating 
conditions is limited to material cleaned from the filters and empty 
bags from the raw materials used. These waste streams were noted 
to be stored appropriately and collected for safe disposal by the 
appointed specialised waste management company. 

Sasol makes use of a SAP Sustainability Performance 
Management Module (SUPM) as a database for tracking waste 
volumes that are managed on and off site.   

Sasol further reports the on-site waste management data into the 
South African Waste Information System (SAWIS), on a quarterly 
basis.  The off-site management of waste is reported into SAWIS 
by the accredited Waste Management Service Providers on a 
quarterly basis.   

 

None. 
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Skip used to capture material cleaned from the filters 

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; 

�³  Sasol SAWIS upload-2018_Jul-Sep; and, 
�³  Waste register: Sulphur_2016-11-07. 

3.21.2 The hazardous waste must be tested and subjected to risk 
assessment prior to treatment or disposal. 

C The hazardous waste types produced onsite were tested, classified 
and assessed. 

Evidence: 

�³  Final- TPS Production Phenosolvan-2016-12-02. 

None. 

3.21.3 Waste chemicals, solvents and paints must be collected into 
approved containers for storage or disposal. 

C Only cleanings from the filter and empty raw material bags are 
collected for safe disposal. The filter cleanings and empty bags are 
captured within an enclosed skip upon hardstanding in a bunded 
area. 

No other waste chemicals, solvents or paints are used or stored at 
the site. 

None. 

3.21.4 Records of the mass of hazardous waste produced and 
disposed must be kept, as well as disposal certificate. 

C �7�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
Procedure, and as Sasol makes use of a SAP Sustainability 
Performance Management Module (SUPM) as a database for 
tracking waste volumes that are managed on and off site, records 
are kept. Safe disposal certificates were available for inspection 
during the site visit.   

Sasol further reports the on-site waste management data into the 
South African Waste Information System (SAWIS), on a quarterly 
basis.  The off-site management of waste is reported into SAWIS 
by the accredited Waste Management Service Providers on a 
quarterly basis.   

Evidence: 

None. 
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�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; 

�³  Sasol SAWIS upload-2018_Jul-Sep; and, 
�³  Waste register: Sulphur_2016-11-07. 

3.21.5 Records of all safe disposal certificates from H:H site must 
be kept by the applicant. 

C �7�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
Procedure, and as Sasol makes use of a SAP Sustainability 
Performance Management Module (SUPM) as a database for 
tracking waste volumes that are managed on and off site, records 
are kept. Safe disposal certificates were available for inspection 
during the site visit. The Holfontein H:H site is used for hazardous 
waste disposal.  

Sasol further reports the on-site waste management data into the 
South African Waste Information System (SAWIS), on a quarterly 
basis.  The off-site management of waste is reported into SAWIS 
by the accredited Waste Management Service Providers on a 
quarterly basis.   

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; 

�³  Sasol SAWIS upload-2018_Jul-Sep; and, 
�³  Waste register: Sulphur_2016-11-07. 

None. 

3.21.6 All waste disposal records must be inspected to ensure good 
waste disposal practices are followed. 

C �7�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�H�V���L�Q���D�F�F�R�U�G�D�Q�F�H���W�R���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���:�D�V�W�H���0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W��
Procedure, and as Sasol makes use of a SAP Sustainability 
Performance Management Module (SUPM) as a database for 
tracking waste volumes that are managed on and off site, records 
are kept. Safe disposal certificates were available for inspection 
during the site visit.   

Sasol further reports the on-site waste management data into the 
South African Waste Information System (SAWIS), on a quarterly 
basis.  The off-site management of waste is reported into SAWIS 

None. 
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by the accredited Waste Management Service Providers on a 
quarterly basis.   

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; 

�³  Sasol SAWIS upload-2018_Jul-Sep; and, 
�³  Waste register: Sulphur_2016-11-07. 

3.22 The filling area of dangerous goods including fuel, oil and 
diesel must be located on a bunded surface to prevent soil 
and groundwater contamination. 

N/A The operation does not store fuel, oil or diesel onsite, there is 
therefore no bunded area for storage. This was verified during the 
site inspection. 

None. 

3.23 Measures must be taken to prevent pollution of the 
environment through hydrocarbon materials. 

N/A The operation does not store fuel, oil or diesel onsite, there is 
therefore no potential for hydrocarbon pollution. This was verified 
during the site inspection. 

None. 

3.24 All equipment must be subjected to a noise specification that 
will reduce the overall noise in the plant. Where noise levels 
cannot be reduced to the acceptable levels (85 dB-ambient) 
the staff must wear ear protection equipment. 

C Sasol has a dedicated Occupational Health and Hygiene 
department that is responsible for undertaking occupational 
hygiene surveys (including noise). The site was noted to have the 
correct signage and noisy areas demarcated. 

None. 
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Signage indicating hearing protection required 

Evidence: 

�³  IMS_Occupational health and hygiene_2019-01-09. 

3.25 Proper measures must be followed to minimise the level of 
noise during constant flaring of gasses. 

N/A The operation does not undertake any flaring of gases. None. 

3.26 The plant must be operated in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (Act 
no. 85 of 1993). 

C Sasol has a dedicated Occupational Health and Hygiene 
department that is responsible for undertaking occupational 
hygiene surveys (including noise).  

Evidence: 

�³  IMS_Occupational health and hygiene_2019-01-09. 

None. 

3.27 Before commissioning the plant, the applicant must ensure 
all risk areas associated with the plant, its operations and 
associated infrastructure and envisaged operational failures 
are adequately addressed and that the site will not present 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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any undue risk to the environment, employees and the 
public. 

3.28 Suitable fire protection systems must be accessible on site 
when urgently required to deal with an emergency situation. 
Such fire detection and firefighting systems must be 
accessible to the workers on site. 

C The site is included in the fire management system at Sasol. 
During the site walkover, serviced fire hydrants, fire extinguishers 
and fire lines were noted. 

There are also a number of alarm and detection systems throughout 
the site. 

 
Firefighting equipment onsite 

None. 

3.29 The Integrated Emergency plan must be developed and 
include; among others:  

3.29.1. Actions to take in case of various releases, spillages, 
and occurrence of fire. 

3.29.2. Responsible personnel management of different 
actions. 

C �$�O�O���W�K�H���D�V�S�H�F�W�V���U�H�O�D�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�U�H���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V��
emergency plan. 

Evidence: 

�³  3.29 U219 - Emergency Plan. 

None. 
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3.30 The applicant must ensure that clean water does not 
discharge into an evaporation pond. 

C Surface water is managed at the site; the operational areas are 
within hard surfaced and bunded areas that drain to the API Dams. 
No evidence of significant pollution was observed by the auditor 
during the site inspection. 

Daily washing of the operational areas and cleaning of stormwater 
infrastructure is undertaken and was in progress at the time of the 
site visit. 

Evidence: 

�³  IWWMP SIC 2015 Final_2018-05-15. 

None. 

3.31 Should any material of cultural or archaeological 
significance be encountered during construction, all 
activities must cease immediately and the SA Heritage 
Resources Agency must be informed. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

SITE CLOSURE AND DECOMMISSIONING   

3.32 Should the use of the facilities installed as part of this 
authorisation ever cease or become redundant, the applicant 
must undertake the required actions as prescribed by 
legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal 
requirements administered by any relevant and competent 
authority at that time. 

N/A Statement noted by Sasol. Closure is not yet planned for and 
according to Sasol, is estimated to occur around 2050. 

 

None. 

3.33 A rehab plan must be submitted to Department for approval 
at least 6 months prior to decommissioning. 

N/A Statement noted by Sasol. Closure is not yet planned for and 
according to Sasol, is estimated to occur around 2050. 

None. 

GENERAL   

3.34 A copy of this authorisation must be kept at the property 
where the activities will be undertaken. The authorisation 
must be produced to any authorized official of the 

C �6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���W�H�D�P���K�D�Y�H���V�R�I�W���F�R�S�L�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���(�$���D�Q�G��
where/when necessary, communicate any specific details or 
requirements to the relevant business units.   

None. 
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Department who requests to see it and must be available for 
inspection by any employee or agent of the holder of the 
authorisation who works or undertakes work at the property. 

Additionally, copies are maintained at the SHE: Environment 
department and on SAP EC and SharePoint. Any specific 
requirements are communicated during SHE induction training. 

3.35 �:�K�H�U�H���D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H����
including the name of the responsible person, the physical or 
postal address and / or telephonic details; the applicant must 
notify the Department as soon as the new details become 
known to the applicant. 

C �6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���W�R���6�D�V�R�O���6�R�X�W�K���$�I�U�L�F�D�����3�W�\�����/�W�G����and the 
Department was duly notified. A confirmation letter dated 10 April 
2017 from the Agricultural, Rural Development, Land & 
Environmental Affairs for Mpumalanga Provice was viewed. 

Evidence: 

�³  DARLEA_Sasol amendments acknowledgements_2017-04-
10-2 

�³  EA Name Change applications_Transmittal_2017-03-
29_signed 

None. 

3.36 The holder of the authorisation must notify the Department, 
in writing and within 24 (twenty-four) hours, if conditions of 
this authorisation are not adhered to. Any notification in 
terms of this condition must be accompanied by reasons for 
the non-compliance. 

N/A According to Sasol, no such instances requiring notification to the 
Department, occurred for this audit period, and no non-
compliances have been noted during this audit. 

None. 

3.37 Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may 
result in criminal prosecution or other actions provided for in 
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the 
regulations. 

N/A Statement noted by Sasol. None. 

3.38 National government, provincial government, local 
authorities or committees appointed in terms of the 
conditions of this authorisation or any public authority shall 
not be held responsible for any damages or losses suffered 
by the applicant or his successor in title in any instance 
where construction  or operation subsequent to construction 
be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons of non-
compliance by the applicant with the conditions of 
authorisation as set out in this document or any other 

N/A Statement noted by Sasol. None. 
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subsequent  emanating from these conditions of 
authorisation. 

3.39 The SHEQ Manager must oversee implementation of the 
conditions of the Environmental Authorisation and ensure 
that there is adherence throughout the life cycle of the 
project. 

C The Sasol Complex operates with a dedicated environmental and 
legal teams, and therefore ensures that they comply with applicable 
legislation. 

In addition, site is operated under ISO14001:2015, which requires 
the compilation of a legal register. Furthermore, WSP has been 
provided with the 2018 ISO audit for review, which confirms 
conformance with requirements to determine compliance 
obligations, and how these apply to the organisation. 

Evidence: 

�³  SSO DQS ISO 14001 2015; and, 

�³  Audit report_383569_ISO 14001_2015_stage2_2018-07-27. 

None. 
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REF: COMMITMENT  COMPLIANCE  FINDING  RECOMMENDATION  

CONSTRUCTION 

4.1 Sasol must ensure that this EMP forms part of any 
contractual agreements with a Contractor(s) and sub-
contractors for the execution of the proposed project. Local 
labour and contractors must be used wherever possible. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

4.2 Safety Training. 

�³  The contractor shall ensure that all its employees are 
adequately orientated, inducted and trained to perform 
the tasks. The training costs and requirements shall be 
reflected in the project tender document.   

�³  Tool Box Talks - The contractor is expected to have 
�V�D�I�H�W�\���³�W�R�R�O���E�R�[�´���W�D�O�N�V�����7�K�H�V�H��talks shall be in 
accordance with the risks and trends associated with the 
project. Proof of these talks shall be kept on site.  

�³  The principal contractor will develop a specific 
emergency procedure and implement an emergency 
�S�O�D�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���6�D�V�R�O���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���8�Q�L�W�¶�V�����6�%�8�¶�V����
guidelines for that site. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

4.3 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

�³  No person is allowed to enter the site without the SBU 
approved (SANS approved) required PPE. 

�³  All contractors shall be trained on the correct use of 
PPE.  

�³  All contractors are required to keep an updated register 
of all PPE issued.  

�³  Strict non-compliance measures must be administered 
to any employees not complying with the use of PPE.  

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  The contractor must ensure that the company logo is 
displayed and company personnel can be easily 
identified. 

�³  Employees working in the vicinity of earth moving 
construction vehicles shall wear reflective colour 
blazers for visibility.  

�³  Ear protection shall be worn in any designated noise 
zone and where noise generating equipment and tools 
are being used.   

�³  A contractor shall ensure action is taken against an 
employee who continuously fails to comply.   

�³  PPE minimum requirement notice boards shall be 
placed at all entrances. 

4.4 Health and Safety. 

�³  Reduction of the probability of occurrence of an event 
by considering the integrity of equipment and safe 
guards in place to prevent failure of equipment should 
be addressed during Basic Engineering. 

�³  Occupational health practices and operating procedures 
currently conducted will be maintained and continually 
improved in keeping with the current approach. 
Requirements of the OHS Act (85 of 1993) and its 
Regulations, Sasol SH&E Minimum Requirements, the 
requirements of the International Risk Control Africa 
(IRCA) Occupational Health auditing system, principles 
of the OHSAS 18000 standard, World Health 
Organisation (WHO) guidelines and practices currently 
embedded in the Sasol Occupational Health system will 
apply to the proposed project.  

�³  Appropriate site inspections and audits during 
construction need to be conducted during construction 
to ensure safety issues are carefully considered through 
the construction process. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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4.5 Site Preparation Activities 

4.5.1 Soil Management. 

�³  The Contractor is required to strip topsoil1 together 
with grass from all areas where permanent or temporary 
structures are to be located.  

�³  Topsoil must be stockpiled for later use. 
�³  Topsoil stockpiles are not to exceed 2 m in height.  
�³  Topsoil must not be compacted in any way, nor should 

any object be placed or stockpiled upon it.  No vehicles 
may be allowed access onto the stockpiles after they 
have been placed. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

4.5.2 Excavation and Backfilling. 

�³  Any excavations must be undertaken within the 
confines of an established construction site - i.e. a site 
that is protected with a peripheral fence.   

�³  Consider using any excess rocks and boulders that are 
excavated from the construction site for any erosion 
protection work which is required on site.    

�³  Excess material as a result of excavation activities 
together with construction rubble must be removed, 
once construction is completed and appropriately 
disposed of.   

�³  Suitable excavated material is to be stockpiled next to 
excavations for use as backfill and all unsuitable or 
excess material must be loaded onto trucks and hauled 
to designated areas.  

�³  Backfill material must be from excavated material or 
dolerite/ash obtained from a licensed source.  

�³  Areas to be backfilled must be cleared of all unsuitable 
material and debris. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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4.5.3 Erosion Control during Site Clearing. 

�³  Areas susceptible to erosion must be protected by 
installing the necessary temporary and/or permanent 
drainage works as possible to prevent surface water 
from being concentrated in streams.  

�³  Any tunnels or erosion channels developed during the 
construction period shall be backfilled and compacted, 
and the area restored to a proper condition.  

�³  Site activities will take overall recognition of the 
importance of measures to avoid and reduce erosion by 
phasing the work program to minimise land disturbance 
in the planning and design stage, by keeping the areas 
of land cleared to a minimum, and by ensuring that the 
period of time for which areas remain cleared are kept 
to a minimum. 

�³  Soil must be exposed for the minimum time possible 
once cleared of vegetation. The timing of clearing and 
grubbing must be coordinated as much as possible to 
avoid prolonged exposure of soils to wind and water 
erosion. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

4.5.4 Dust Control. 

�³  Dust must be suppressed on the construction site during 
dry periods by the regular application of water.  Water 
used for this purpose must be used in quantities that will 
not result in the generation of run-off.  

�³  Dust dispersion from construction activities, roads, 
spoil dumps and other construction locations will be 
limited and suppressed to the maximum extent 
practical. 

�³  Spoil dumps will be positioned such that they are not 
vulnerable to wind erosion. 

�³  Any cleared areas must be watered to ensure that dust 
levels are minimised. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  If monitoring results or complaints indicate inadequate 
compliance with the EMP, the source of the problem 
must be identified and existing procedures modified to 
ensure that the problem is rectified. 

4.5.5 Water Pollution Management. 

�³  Ensure that working areas where hazardous substances 
(such as cement) are handled or stored are designed to 
collect and contain these hazardous substances.  

�³  Ensure that no pollution enters surface water or has the 
potential to pollute groundwater by ensuring that there 
is containment of spillages (e.g. diesel, oils, etc) and 
that there is an emergency plan in place to deal with 
accidental spillage.  

�³  Ensure that washing of containers, equipment, vehicles 
and other surfaces only occurs at designated washing 
areas.  

�³  Ensure that sufficient ablution facilities are provided.  
�³  All fuel, chemical, oil spills must be confined to areas 

where the drainage of water can be controlled and 
managed to confine spillages such that they do not 
interfere with stormwater and groundwater. This can be 
achieved through the use of appropriate structures and 
methods such as sumps, bunded areas and use of spill 
kits. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

4.5.6 Noise. 

�³  Surrounding communities and adjacent landowners are 
to be notified upfront of noisy construction activities 
(blasting and excavations).  

�³  Operations should meet the noise standard requirements 
of the Occupational Health and Safety Act (Act No 85 
of 1993).  

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  Construction staff working in areas where the 8-hour 
ambient noise levels exceed 85 dBA should wear ear 
protection equipment. 

�³  All construction equipment (machinery, electrical and 
diesel generators) must be maintained in good working 
order. 

�³  The Contractor will respond timeously in the event of 
any complaints by local residents or others about 
disturbing noise. The noise source will be identified and 
appropriate noise mitigatory measures instituted in 
consultation with the affected party(ies). 

4.5.7 Storage and Handling of Hazardous Substance. 

�³  Ensure that spill kits are available on site to clean up 
spills and leaks.  

�³  Ensure that only designated areas are used for the 
handling or storage of construction materials.  

�³  The Contractor must comply with all national, regional 
and local legislation with regard to the storage, 
transport, use and disposal of chemicals, harmful and 
hazardous substances and materials.  

�³  The Contractor will furthermore be responsible for the 
training and education of all personnel on site who must 
be handling the material about its proper use, handling 
and disposal as well as spill response.  

�³  All diesel generators will be equipped with drip trays.  
�³  All petroleum products will be kept in a properly 

bunded area.  
�³  Electricity generators used by the contractor should be 

in good working condition and not leak oil. 
�³  Any accidental chemical/fuel spills to be cleared up 

immediately.  
�³  Keep MSDS records of chemicals in use up to date.  
�³  Waste records must be kept available for review.  

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  Implement appropriate actions and measures to reduce, 
stop or contain a spill of potentially hazardous 
substances (e.g. fuel or lubricating oil).  

�³  Implement appropriate actions and measures to reduce 
or prevent contamination of the ground and surface 
water as a result of a spill of potentially hazardous 
substances. 

�³  Keep written records detailing the type of spill, the 
corrective and remedial measures implemented in the 
stopping or reduction of the spill, and the clean up of 
the spill. Such progress reporting is important for 
monitoring and auditing purposes and the written 
reports may afterwards be used for training purposes in 
an effort to prevent similar future occurrences.  

�³  Report the nature and extent of the spill to the 
Construction Safety Officer or Project  

�³  Manager, as soon as reasonably possible, but within 24 
hours.   

�³  The contractor and the Construction Safety Officer will 
ensure that preventative measures are implemented in 
order to prevent spills of potentially hazardous 
substances. 

4.5.8 Waste Management. 

�³  Where possible, construction waste on site must be 
reused or recycled.  

�³  Disposal of waste must be in accordance with relevant 
legislative requirements.  

�³  The Contractor must familiarise themselves with the 
definitions of waste and the handling, storage and 
transport of it as prescribed in the applicable 
environmental legislation. 

�³  The Contractor will appoint a person to manage and 
control waste.  

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  Burning of waste material will not be permitted.  
�³  The Contractor will provide and maintain adequate 

facilities for litter collection (e.g. bins) at strategic 
locations around the construction site camp.   

�³  A high quality of housekeeping will be maintained on 
the construction site to ensure that materials are not left 
where they can be washed or blown away to become 
litter.  

�³  Littering must be prohibited and routine clean-up drives 
must be implemented.  

�³  The Contractor must supply waste bins/skips 
throughout the site at locations where construction 
personnel are working. The bins must be provided with 
lids and an external closing mechanism to prevent 
contents from blowing out, and must be scavenger 
proof to prevent animals attracted to waste. Bins must 
be emptied on a regular basis.  

�³  The collection, storage and disposal of waste may not 
cause any nuisance (odours, fumes, aesthetic impacts, 
etc.).  

�³  All waste containers will be emptied at least once a 
week.  

�³  Waste documentation must be completed and kept 
onsite. 

�³  A complaints register must be maintained, in which any 
complaints from the community must be logged.  All 
complaints must be investigated and, if appropriate, 
acted upon.  

�³  Corrective actions are required to be undertaken 
immediately after a complaint is made or a non-
conformance is identified. 

4.5.9 Cement and Concrete. 

�³  Concrete must be mixed only in an area demarcated for 
this purpose. All concrete spilled outside this area, must 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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be promptly removed by the Contractor and taken to the 
waste disposal site.  After all concrete mixing is 
complete all waste concrete must be removed from the 
batching area and disposed of at the waste disposal site.  

�³  Operators must wear suitable Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE).  

�³  All runoff from concrete batching areas must be strictly 
controlled.  

�³  Waste concrete and cement must be scraped off the site 
and removed to a waste disposal site. 

�³  Solidified concrete can be disposed of at a general 
waste landfill site.  

�³  Concrete must not be mixed directly on the ground. 
Plastic liners or mixing trays are to be used. 

PRE-COMMISSIONING  

5.1 Cleaning of Equipment. 

�³  Chemicals will be disposed of properly at a permitted 
site.  

�³  Emergency plan and procedures should be in place. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

5.2 Water Management. 

�³  All water discharged from the Sulphur Granulation 
Plant from testing activities as well as runoff with 
pollution potential must comply with the Sasol 
�&�R�P�S�O�H�[�¶�V���:�D�W�H�U���8�V�H��Licence conditions.  

�³  Contaminated water should be diverted into the correct 
disposal system. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

5.3 Storage and Handling of Hazardous Substances. N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 
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�³  Ensure that only designated areas are used for the 
handling or storage of chemical for 
cleaning/pickling/passivation.  

�³  All chemicals will be kept in a properly bunded area. 
�³  Keep written records detailing the type of spill, the 

corrective and remedial measures implemented in the 
stopping or reduction of the spill, and the clean up of 
the spill. Such progress reporting is important for 
monitoring and auditing purposes and the written 
reports may afterwards be used for training purposes in 
an effort to prevent similar future occurrences.  

�³  Report the nature and extent of the spill to the 
Construction Safety Officer or Project Manager, as soon 
as reasonably possible, but within 24 hours. 

�³  The SHE officer will ensure that preventative measures 
are implemented in order to prevent spills of potentially 
hazardous substances. 

5.4 Tank and Pipeline. 

�³  Quantify venting and determine safe disposal route. 

N/A This condition is considered outside of the audit period 
(construction pre-2014). It is therefore considered not applicable. 

None. 

START UP AND SHUT DOWNS 

6.1 ABNORMAL UPSET CONDITIONS  

6.1.1 All attempts will be made to keep noise levels to a minimum 
(not exceed 85 dB). 

 

C The site operates according to a Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) to ensure that it is properly maintained and running 
smoothly. The site was noted to have the correct signage and noisy 
areas demarcated and requiring PPE (ear protection) prior to 
access. 

Evidence: 

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251. 

None. 
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6.1.22 No equipment causing excessive noise (above normal 
standards for specified equipment) should be allowed on site. 

C Sasol has a dedicated Occupational Health and Hygiene 
department that is responsible for undertaking occupational 
hygiene surveys (including noise). Should any equipment be 
causing excessive noise, it will be detected during their survey. 

In addition, the SOP provides maintenance guidelines to be 
followed to ensure equipment is functioning within standards.  

Evidence: 

�³  IMS_Occupational health and hygiene_2019-01-09. 

None. 

6.1.3 Hearing protection should be used where required. C The site was noted to have the correct signage and noisy areas 
demarcated. Staff were noted to be wearing PPE during the site 
inspection.   

Evidence: 

�³  IMS_Occupational health and hygiene_2019-01-09. 

None. 

6.2 VESSELS  

6.2.1 Cleaning the inside of vessels of unwanted inorganic and 
organic material. 

�³  Prevent spillages.  
�³  All waste must be disposed into the correct system.  
�³  Incident reporting of spillages. 

C Any waste produced during cleaning is managed according to the 
waste management procedure. 

Spillages (if they occur) are cleaned and reported according to the 
environmental emergency procedure.  

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09; and, 

�³  Response Env Emergency Incidents_SGR-SHE-
000023(under review)_2018-10-08. 

None. 

6.2.2 Draining of effluent to sump.  

�³  Sumps must be designed and managed properly. 

C Surface water is managed at the site; the operational areas are 
within hard surfaced and bunded areas that drain to the API Dams. 

None. 
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No issues have been noted by site staff regarding the design of the 
sump. 

Evidence: 

�³  IWWMP SIC 2015 Final_2018-05-15. 

6.2.3 Incorrect disposal of effluent.  

�³  Prevent incorrect disposal of effluent.  
�³  Determine the volume of existing sumps. 

N/A No incidences of incorrect effluent disposal during start-up / 
shutdown procedures have been logged for this audit period. 

Evidence: 

�³  Environment Impact register_ New FY19_2019-02-18. 

None. 

6.2.4 Filling up of vessels / Purging of vessels during shutdown.  

�³  Identify, evaluate and eliminate if necessary. 

N/A No filling / purging is carried out during shutdown. None. 

6.3. FLUSHING, DRAINING AND DISPOSAL OF OILS  

6.3.1 Prevent spillages. N/A According to the SOP, no oil is used during the start-up and 
shutdown procedures. 

Evidence:  

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251. 

None. 

6.3.2 Incident reporting of spillages. N/A According to the SOP, no oil is used during the start-up and 
shutdown procedures. 

Evidence:  

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251. 

None. 

6.3.3 Prevent incorrect disposal of oil. N/A According to the SOP, no oil is used during the start-up and 
shutdown procedures. 

Evidence:  

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251. 

None. 
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6.4 REPLACEMENT OF EQUIPMENT  

6.4.1 Prevent the contaminated equipment from being incorrectly 
disposed of. 

C Any redundant contaminated equipment is managed according to 
the waste management procedure. 

Evidence: 

�³  Waste Management Procedure_SGR-SHE-
000017_Rev10_2017-09. 

 

None. 

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE  

7.1 ADDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT (ACTIONS AND CONTROLS)  

1 If additional permanent personnel are required, the first 
option should be to employ from the local population unless 
it is a highly skilled position.  

C Sasol have implemented a preferential recruitment programme; a 
minimum of 70% of general works (up to semi-skilled) must be 
recruited from citizens residing within the local municipal district.  

Evidence: 

�³  Labour_Sasol SA_PreferentialRecruitPractices_2018-03-15; 
and, 

�³  Labour_Sasol IRM Suppliers Industrial Relations Procedure. 

None. 

2 Employment conditions must be included in contracts.  C �$���F�R�S�\���R�I���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V���³�&�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���(�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�´���S�R�O�L�F�\�����5�H�I�����+�5-
COE-100, dated July 2014) was provided for review. The policy 
covers typical employment conditions (e.g. shift terminology 
definitions and expectations, ethics, hours of work, etc.). It is 
understood this is referenced within contracts of employment, and 
is typically initialled and signed by the employee to evidence 
receipt.  

Evidence: 

�³  Conditions of Employment_rev13_2014-07-01 

None. 
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7.2 EMERGENCY AND RISK (ACTI ONS AND CONTROLS) 

7.2.1 Appropriate warning sign boards, clearly denoting warning 
procedures and emergency exit routes, must be posted at 
relevant locations in the facility. 

C Signage denoting hazards, emergency exit routes and assemble 
points were observed by the auditor during the site inspection. 

 
Emergency sign onsite 

None. 

7.2.2 Setting up of emergency teams with team leaders. C The site�¶s emergency plan includes responsible persons and 
outlines the steps and routes to be followed in an emergency. 

Evidence: 

�³  3.29 U219 - Emergency Plan. 

None. 

7.2.3 Formulation of detailed emergency procedures such as:  

�³  Emergency notification / alarm procedures including 
names and telephone numbers of internal and external 
emergency service.  

�³  Evacuation routes, maps, route signs etc.  
�³  Directions to showers, wash stations, fire extinguishers 

etc.  
�³  Location. 

C The sites emergency plan includes all the details as required. 

Evidence: 

�³  3.29 U219 - Emergency Plan. 

None. 
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7.2.4 Safety training. C All visitors and contractors entering the Sasol Complex are 
required to undergo an SHE induction process. All training is done 
through the SHE regional learning and development academy, and 
records maintained by Sasol. 

Module 6 (Emergency Management) includes details regarding the 
processes and procedures to be followed in the event of an 
emergency. 

Evidence: 

�³  Induction_Mod6_EmergencyManagement. 

None. 

7.2.5 On-site and off-site emergency plans (for fire and spill 
response). 

C The site�¶s emergency plan includes all the details as required. It fits 
into a broader emergency procedure that is applicable to the 
complex as a whole. 

Evidence: 

�³  3.29 U219 - Emergency Plan; and, 
�³  Works emergency procedure_CGR-EMP-

000001_Rev04_2016-02. 

None. 

7.2.6 Monitoring:  

�³  Regular checks and drills must be conducted to ensure 
that the risk and hazard control strategies are 
maintained up to date. 

�³  A complaints register must be maintained, in which any 
complaints from the community must be logged. 
Complaints must be investigated and, if appropriate, 
acted upon. 

C Risk assessments are conducting at regular intervals at the site and 
include control measures. 

All environmental complaints received from interested and 
affected parties, both internal and external to the organisation, are 
recorded in a complaints register th�D�W���L�V���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���6�D�V�R�O�¶�V��
Environmental Department.  Complaints are investigated and 
reported in line with the procedure (SGR-SHE-000022) and as per 
legal requirements.    

Contact details for the logging of environmental complaints are 
communicated to internal and external stakeholders.    

The complaints register (FY 2014-2019) was checked and no 
complaints related specifically to the operation were recorded for 
this audit period. 

None. 
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Evidence: 

�³  SGI-SHE-000014 rev 6 - Minimum requirements for 
ERA_Published; and, 

�³  Complaints Register (FY 2014-2018). 

7.2.7 Incident and Safety Reporting:  

�³  If a report or drill indicates an error/omission in risk and 
hazard management procedures, then procedures must 
be altered or updated to ensure effective management. 

�³  If an incident occurs, then emergency procedures must 
be enacted to ensure all impacts are minimized. 

N/A No errors or omissions were detected and no such incidents have 
occurred for this audit period. 

Evidence: 

�³  Environment Impact register_ New FY19_2019-02-18. 

None. 

7.3 CLEANING OF EQUIPMENT  

7.3.1 Chemicals will be disposed of properly at a permitted site. N/A According to the operation staff, no chemicals are used during 
cleaning. Daily washing of the operational areas and cleaning of 
stormwater infrastructure is undertaken and was in progress at the 
time of the site visit.  

None. 

7.3.2 Emergency plan and procedures should be in place. C The site�¶s emergency plan is effective during cleaning. 

Evidence: 

�³  3.29 U219 - Emergency Plan. 

None. 

7.4. FEED TO PLANT  

7.4.1 Feed Off-loading 

�³  Prevent any spillages. 
�³  Incident reporting of all spillages. 

C Off-loading is conducted according to the operations SOP. The 
�R�I�I�O�R�D�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�G�����U�R�R�I�H�G�����E�X�Q�G�H�G���D�Q�G���µ�G�L�U�W�\��
�Z�D�W�H�U�¶���D�U�H�D�� 

Spillages (if they occur) are cleaned and reported according to the 
environmental emergency procedure. 
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Off-loading area. 

Evidence: 

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251; and, 
�³  Response Env Emergency Incidents_SGR-SHE-

000023(under review)_2018-10-08. 

7.4.2 Feed Storage  

�³  Prevent the incorrect storage of feed material. 
�³  Ensure that feed material in stored in a well bunded 

area. 

C The feed is stored in a contained, below ground tank. This was 
verified by the auditor during the site inspection. 

None. 

7.4.3 Feed Transportation  

�³  Prevent spillages.  
�³  Conduct transport risk assessment. 

C Transportation is undertaken according to a procedure that makes 
provision for risk assessment and spillage prevention. 

Evidence: 

�³  SSC-PRS-RPR-00001 Product Transportation vehicle 
inspections. 

 

None. 
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7.5 FURNACE AND INCINERATOR �± N/A (No furnace and incinerator built as part of the EA) (1 commitment) 

7.6 PRODUCT/BY-PRODUCT: LOADING/OFF -LOADING  

7.6.1 �± 
7.6.4 

Release of emissions to atmosphere from effluent spillages 

�³  Prevent any spillages; 
�³  Prevent and contain spillages during off-loading; and, 
�³  Incident reporting of all spillages. 

C Off-loading is conducted according to the operations SOP. The 
�R�I�I�O�R�D�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H�D���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H�G�����U�R�R�I�H�G�����E�X�Q�G�H�G���D�Q�G���µ�G�L�U�W�\��
�Z�D�W�H�U�¶���D�U�H�D�� 

Spillages (if they occur) are cleaned and reported according to the 
environmental emergency procedure.  

Evidence: 

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251; and, 
�³  Response Env Emergency Incidents_SGR-SHE-

000023(under review)_2018-10-08. 

None. 

7.7 TRANSPORTATION  

7.7.1 �± 
7.7.4 

Product and by-product transportation 

�³  Prevent any spillages during transportation; 
�³  Conduct transport risk assessment; and, 
�³  Incident reporting of all spillages. 

C Transportation is undertaken according to a procedure that makes 
provision for risk assessment and spillage prevention. 

Evidence: 

�³  SSC-PRS-RPR-00001 Product Transportation vehicle 
inspections. 

None. 

7.8 AIR QUALITY   

7.8.1 Correct PPE (respirators) should be worn by all personnel 
working in the following areas: 

�³  New dirty sulphur pit   
�³  New dirty sulphur pit off-loading trench  
�³  New pre-coat tank loading hopper  

C PPE signage was noted to be in place and according to the 
operational staff, respirators are used when in the areas referred to. 

None. 
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�³  When cleaning the sulphur filter after each cycle 

7.8.2 Correct procedure to be followed when off-loading liquid 
sulphur tankers. All personnel involved must position 
themselves a safe distance away from the tanker when 
sulphur is off-loaded. 

C The SOP for the operation includes procedures to be followed 
during off-loading. 

Evidence: 

�³  C.08 SGR-SOP-000251. 

None. 

7.8.3 Plant should be cleaned daily in order to lower the possibility 
of sulphur powder and other unknown particles becoming 
airborne. 

C Daily washing of the operational areas and cleaning of stormwater 
infrastructure is undertaken and was in progress at the time of the 
site visit. 

None. 

7.8.4 The existing open design on the off-loading trenches will be 
improved in an effort to further minimise personnel exposure 
to sulphur vapours during off-loading. 

C The auditor was advised that the improvement that was made came 
in the form of a chute.  The chute is attached to the loading arm 
and extends into the trench to minimize personnel exposure during 
off-loading. 

None. 
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